snce.
When a boy, be tad visited a slave
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-
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smumm
Took First Prise.
1t has been #hid thet the dest

heritage of any nstion Is the lfves and
cieeds of Its noblest sons, Fwho have

sacrificed even life itself the na-
tion might lve. Our country Is mg
d an

:
£
¥
:

The story of his iifs ts famillar o
wll, but thers are many anecdotes and
fnclden

a eafh other on borse trades, and
finally agreed to meet next day to
a The horaes were o re-

dge came up first, leading the worst
iookngu aﬂsm:w he had been able to
find. e had been to the appointed

place but u shorl time when i
tame up, bringing a dilnpidated wood -
en gaw-horse. When Li ha@l crifg-
fcally surveyerd 1he judge's horse, lag
excialmed, “Well. jodge, T must say,
thin is the first time In my 1ife T ever
got the worst of u horse frade”

When Mr, Tincoln first began to prac-
tice law, bhe lad ovcasion to make use
of his ready wit in defense of a
friend’s son, who wax accused ‘of wur-
der. At the trial cne witness swjore
that he saw the murder committed.
“Might you mot be mistaken ™ apked
Eincoln. “A dim light s ‘decegitive,
and it was a dark night” The “eye
witness™ hastensd to roply that It was
moonlight, whersupon Linooln, taking
an slmanec from his pocket, safld: it
§= not necessary for me to make u plea,
for no jury can plice any.mwliange on a
witness who will swear that Y was &
moonlight night, when  thé mlmanac
proves it was dark’ The young pris-
oner Was acquitted.

President Lincoln was eerd & “man
of sorrows and acguainted with griaf”
Me oncs sald during the war: “1 shall
Eever bo happy &ny more” JAany peo-
pie came o him to ask Jardon for
their friends, and he was abiways ready
1o vave life If 1t wus possible. Twenty-
four deserters were sentenoced o be
shot. The president refwsed to sign
the warrunis for thelc execuntion. An
prmy oMicsr (old him that unless these
men were made an exarapus of, the

danger., H

wrmy itself would be in Eer e
e el M General, thera Iil al-
reuddy too many weeplong widows In the

For God's spke, don't
te the number, Yor I

T'nitwl States,
ask me 1o ald
mon't do L™

One of his Iast acts was to pardon
R voung man who had gone out to
epend the eveniug, had fallen into bnd
cpmpuny and hid falled to reach his
rogiment bofore it 1oft the city. He
war senteneed Lo e Shotl Tor dessrtion.
An he slgned the pardion, while an odd
smille He up his rad, bomely face, Pres-
Fent Blncaln sald: *“Well, T think the
boy cah do us more good above ground
Shan under graund.”

The day aler the capture of Rich-
suond, Mrn Liueoin sot out alona to
walk thegukh the clty. Ar soon as
ghis was discoversd a body gunrd was
ordorsd to psoort thie president, but s
be hud n dood stadt and & Jong stride
ba had already” corered several mitles
when o waw avertiakiin. Whast a con-
Rrast hetween olhine great cobgoerers,
parehing at the hiad of thelr triuvmph-
ant troup=s luto the captored ofties of
Ceir defeaiad smeanies, and this con-
quering leader of w great nation, en-
Qering the caplinl of the vanquished,
mion: ju as shuphe and odest A man-
ner ps Lhe anbb ist citizen who sagor-
¥y walted Lo moe Pim ! With-an army to
obey him. he ' pieeferred to énter  ihe

|| were the traits of thix lean, angular,

gates of the suledued city as o fellow-
eouUnIryinan—syigpatlidsing  with them |
In their =orrow and dafeat, “with m:nb |
foe toward none widd clisrity for all”

Abraham Lingoln as &« Man.
Fooond Prige.)y

1 = onol aHIRAuL Lo pince a coreect
oatlmate upos the charmcger of Lin-
ealti. He wap the g test man of his

peciaily  approved of God for
i fRve them to de
It i» now & hundred yenrs slpnce this
Wmericun hers wus born, but the pime
@ Abtaham Linvoln will never cease,
Each goneratiou wil] aave o batter .
?“I‘P'-‘ILUHI:H of fm than we hive,

hough he I8 nut fur remaved from i

He was buen 1o the wed Inherit-
®nce of pos 5wl L e fromothe soll
e@f poverty that the higliest virtuss
spring.

He did vol Ly miLy
pod Bls Furidoundings wers
Boyhowd dmye that thes did not ex-
wite ambithen U an education, sand
e went vegy [iltle L vomsmon sehool;
ot gradusted from that grand col-

g2 of fPem-labot whose works were
the fAatbomis, the farin and the buck-
woods litgryer's oMce. Aut Le strug-
".ud to @st an eduncatiun, overy book

e heard sbout he ovotalued, even
walking ®welve milos 10 uet oue, snd
& damaged he split rails to puy for it

The siemant of lhis greatness that
made hitn mastar of the greatest orists
r our lilstory wie that he had the true
nith of ‘the people. Tle walked with
and amaong them, In «ll he dld he In-
wited them rether than évaded them
B0 crithgism  and examination.  ldn-
oln lopked rignt into their sopls, and 4

ad thag pecdliarity which few pubite

en hawe attalned, of looking away
Evrn the deceptive and misleading
iings about him,  determining for
Rimeelt what the people onnted him
do; and no onv was u mure ACORrate

e of thelr opittlons abd wishes Ha

4 nob sllow his gupsriorily even Lo

(Tonk

ddvanlages,
such In his

e higmblest negro, but geeply sym-
thi with him. Tha poer widow,

saidisr on the battlefleld, sufferers
Bz hospltals, mil knew of his kind love.

One of his most remarkable traits
Wus lis bopests, Honesty waes the
framework of his menisl and moral
!:m-er. When a ¢lerk In @ store he

d mmde a mistuke of wix cents and
malked three wnfles bo redeemn it

Lincoin was & man of peace, mnd
Selt that even In the most righteous
cause war was a fearful thing,. He

ve the isouth every change possl-

le, and plesded with them with an

sarnesiness that was pathetic. War
came, he accepled it 10 suve the un-
lon, This was his main purpose—
nothing alse mattered,

favimg a keen {nsight Into the futurs
he foresaw tlL&i the country could not
Femadn haif-slave and ‘half-free, long
Before e became president,

The crowning glory of hls presidency
and the greatest execullve act in the
world’s history was the Proclamation
of Emancipution. Many long and
thorny steps hiad to be tsken to lssue
it Great and strong men had urged
him 1o lasue it long before he did, and
equaly great and sirong men had
urged him to delay [t issue. He

erefore stood alone and acted for

masif. To him is given the bonor of
the Declaration of Indepand-

marked: "If I ever get a chance to
hit that m I'lt hit it hard.” He
wid it > as a ulmb::‘o:

. o, tested V-
£, i oinded o8 Sl Tl
woted for the as good

as forty times. He hit it hardest In
his Pmancipation Proclamsation.

Abrabam Linceln had high 1deals

wnd had 8 diermination w fuifl them.
He was honest in all dealings, a pure
patrdot, of an unselfish nature, full of
forglvensss to his enmmies, With his
kindl deeds he won the hearts of the
peaple and became our martyred pros-
Idesit. To him belongs the credit of
waoirking un from the humblest posf-
tian to the highest one.

et Abraham Lincoln’s life make an
Imypriet oneach of ours to work up and
not down, regardliess of surronn
To be Joyal to ourselves and ‘human-
ity, even the poor slave In his shackles
ahd whatever rank we attain, sven the

resident’s chalr, be not bribed. for we

Ve no bargaing to make

Lincoln the Emsncipator.
(Took Third Prize.)
If we plek up an American history
we see engraved on s choloest puges
the name of Abraham Lincoln, “hat

2
yellow-faced man that made him the
bext loved president and the greatest
orutaor of his time? He wus a pluiu,
honest and evearyday men, who Lrusted
in the peogle, and In turn was trusted
bf the people.  Lincoln believed with
all the strength of his mixhiy soul in
the Institutions of his country, and
also in the Injustice of sinvery. When
the erisis came Lineoln, although by
nature pesceful, throw himself heart
and soul Into the grand cause. Ha
wWas a trae type of the seif-made
American. Born  In  poverty and
sjualor, Lincoln overcame almost in-
surmountable opstacles, und when only
a hoy learned to read and cipher, to
think and declidm In & munner far
beyond hls years  Misfortune only
spurred him on to ‘Turiher effort, and
although Tdncoln might have only one
dollnr and no prospect of getting more,
he would struggle on. and finally won
:R: mastery of Englizsh, surveying angd

W

"Where did Lincolp master that grand
eloquencs that enubled him o sway
strong minds [lke reids in o breezo?”
Only In the rough school of experi-
ance.

When the great crisis of our country
came he @) not hesitate, but tried
with all his might to force the rebell-
ing states back to their original places
in the vnlon, as he belleved in the
right of his country to dp this Wall
did he succeed, for generation upon
generation of people Wil bless the
hand that broke slavery’'s bonds for-
aver,

He expressed Ltbese same thoughts in

that immortal Gettysburg  wddress
when he sald- that “afl men, Lotk
block and white, were creéated equal,

and that the government of the pon-
ple, by the peopie, would not perish”
and so eloquently did he speak thut
men, ropghened by fighting, were
moved, aml Lincaoln, “the unoducated
farmer,™ with all the simpllcity of the
Bible wade these worda stanf out
mortally as the resilt of American
perdpyvirines und pluck |

When finully the and came, Lineoln |
revelved his chastened countrymen
with suvh meércy and tespect that all
murvelsd., The re=ult wos thur the
secedling siates were again established

1=

o thelr origing! plices o the amdon
and a mare porfecy cenfederntion was
sxtablished without slavery within its
Dorders,

In the annwels of our country e
names of Lineoln  amd  Washingion
“latd stde by shide as the (wo gveit-
st Ameoricans thut our gountry has

ever produced. Waoashington's name is
associated with the {reeing of ‘a cown-
trodden  people amit the establishment
of our union. Lincoln’s is linked with

freciung Trom bondage of & peopl
whose anle faunlt was' thelr color wnd
the reconstruction of tlat same union

which Washington hied tried 80 hard ¢
eetabllien and pertoct

Wishington wns rich,
education pund large
goverinihg tountriez In  thelr orition
periods.  Lincoln was poor, huad com-
paratively litile wducation and smal
experience in govornlhg inen, et ajone |
countries, Yet when the corisis ¢ame
Lincoln mansged the couantry so wall|
thut made him the equal, If oot the
superior, Tn statesmanship. to Wash-
ingron.

FAncoln disd as Lie Nved, pure and |

had & good
experience |r

sloiple, mmd his example will forever|
remaln i shining light for eyvery true |
American to imltate, ]

|
Two Abrahams.
(Toak Fourth Prize.)

Abrabum Lincoelt Johpson, hus small |
negra face weuring o took .of the ut-
moxt despondency, tiudged sowly on-
ward [ the gathering twilight—in his |
mind but one thought—fod, he muoast |
have feod. for Mummy woas dying |
“*Flenty  of nourishment.” the doctor |
hod gald that morniug ef he
his back on the tumbled-Cown hotse,
pocketing without s futter of  con-
suience the doliars handed him by the |
boy., With a cliolting sch, linneést young
Abe had hurried back to the bedslde

of his Mammy. #or monchs he hed
Isid by evers hiard-earned penny, for |
at sonie future thine, adefinity, my=-

tical, bu! alwass sure, e woulll go to|
schiool and learn aboutl those strangs |
things called “Fresdom,” wrl this
“Rights of the Rluck Mun.” Al bl
gone well untll his “boss"™ weng “to
nAght in the Rebellion” mwud Abraham's
gervicss were no longer reqgalred, From
Lthat day Abe Johnpson, oo, had foyght |
in u rebsillop—a rebellicn of thres foy
life wnd fiood. And they had rought
braveiye: be and his mother and his |
four-seur-ald brother, but two were |
down, and Abruhmm  alone :'rm:nnn-u1

to fight Tor all

Tenth streer was roached, the
tired vyouug sabiler could do ns mo
With x heart-brokon =2ab. he leaned | {
starved Httle frame agalnst a friendls |
street lwomp, the most gecommoedating |
thing yei discovered, and burst into
tears.  All the agony  of the pasat
weeks, all the discomragement of the
present wmoment were poured inte that
boylsh outbreak., But mno one stopped.
no one bestowed more than 4 passine |
glance upon the desalste pleture,

Not so with a certaln fAeare, tal?
gaunt, gnd gwkward, that, with down-
cust head and drooping shoulers paced
sorrowfully om in the light of the
street lampe. A man, sad (n spirit
whose homely face, us it pasged be-
neath n light, pininly bore the signs
of a great Inward struggle Iyep-sot
tired-looking eyes, a great pain and
n great sorrow in their depths gased
out from bensath bushy evebrows
Awkwanrdly, with hands hanging loose-
Iy at his sides, Abraliam Lincoln the
First strode steadily aon,

Swddenly that weary head ls lifted,
Btraining forward the president listens
intantiy—hs has eaught the sound
a sab. -He heurs ancther soul in trou-
ble calllng out to him In the dark-
nese, and, with a few ungainly strides,
he han reached the side of the negn
ad. It is over In o second! The long

8 have reached down and gath-
ered the tiny fragment of humanity
up into thelr close and loving embrace.
Abraham Lincoln Johnson gazes deep.
deep into the eves of Abraham Lincoln,
far beyond the outward features the
world behelds down into the heart of
the Man. Forgotten is al] the hunger,
and the pain and the sorrow—he has
found a resting place at last

lils strange burden away
from the rude and inquisitive oves of
the world ts one of the rooms of =
nearby hotel, the president orders,
“Some nourishing food, at once, for
the boy!*

“Dat’s what der dector-man sald”

(Coatinued to Fifth Column.)

Bl

farn=d ‘ .

1 Jive

THE COMMITTEE

Were compelled to reject several weil writ-

ten letters as the writers éxceeded the num-=
ber of words allowed.

The committée found the letters of above

average merit and many of them remarkably

good.

After careful deliberation the committee
awarded the prizes as follows:

-

First . Prize—Raymond _D.
Danielson, £10.

Second Prize—Flerence E. Olin, Mans-
field Center, $7.

Third Prize—Frank D. Burke, Nor-
wich, §5.

Fourth Prize—Mary R, Gibbs, Norwich,

HONORABLE MENTION.
A. Alice Finegan, Norwich.
|H=ll Hutzler, Norwich.
Florence Weller, Taftvillg,

Preston,

| Lincaln Wadsworth, Norwich,

[

|
|
|
i
i
|

| Hazel A. Thomas, Norwich.

\
Ruth Roode, Jewett City.

Annie Swift. South Coventry.

Charles B, Palmer, Norwich,

(Continued from Second Column, )
came @ tired volee from the lounge.
“Yes,  buy” =ald Lingoly, bendine
down over his charge and looking him
straight In the eyes, “You shall tell
me about that when you have rested
and caten, And, servant, sond word
to the White house that the president
will be unable to attend the conferance
until jate this svening and”—but here
a ¢ry from the corner stopped him,
“ls yon de President Abraham’ Lin-
coln, s you? Yes, SYou st My Muin-
my done sald you was de uglles’ man
she ever seed put she never done seed
vour gyes like T has!"

S Yed, I 18" sald Lincoln simply—
pover ancoe imagining any reason for
unger, wnd completely hiding that
pryer-closed wound, Quite used was
he to belng thus recogniged! “And
what cap I do for you, now that voh
Enow who 1T am?"

Yo mald the boy, “my Mammy's
rick and go's Charles Jefferson, an'
de doctor-mpan he dons sald dey mus'

-

Harriét Blackman, Killingly.

F. Marjorie Richardson, Putnam,
Mary Ansel, Norwich.
Blanche Douglas, Daniclson.
Carrie Place, Eagleville. \
Winifred Egan McCaffrey, Norwich,
Rgsanfond McocNamara, Morwich,
% R, Tracy, Jewett City.

alerie Shannon, Norwich.

Florence West, Grosvenordale. Myrton P. Jacksen, Willimantic. ’

dohn P. Downing, Norwich. Elizabeth Fitzgerald, Norwich.

Hazel C. J Mansfield Center. | marion Bell Wolcott, Norwich.

Frank Rinsila, Norwich. | Albina Boulais; Danielson,

Marion Sinclair Walker, Norwich. | Lois™ Keblor, Sterling.

:'{:'" B ':'""" 0'"".":"‘ |'M_-nd C. Oehlers, Chestnut Hill,

oty ol Edith Frissell, Ballowville.

onnie Tk Resriman, Killingly, Marguerite Shields, Norwich Town.

M.ary C. Nolal?. Nerwich, IJ.M“ Kilkenny, NeFwich, \

Mildred A SWItH, Worwith. | Lydia 8. Moreill, Ballouville.

Albina B. duneau, Norwich. Paul W, Latham, Norwich Town

Marion |. Pray, Attawaugan, Killingly, Millie L.intnuky Norwich .rw”"

Al?n?l::-ﬁlldj-s Frink. Norwich | Myrtla Lumis, Norwich,

Agnes Graham, Taftville. ' ::‘:l'_'“a:;r ":"'_'::zr"”'*““'

8. Grace Lawton, Putnam. . 3

Ruth A, Fowler, Norwich. : | Thomas Haipin, Danielson,

Grace A, Taylor, Putnam. i.:::;:z:cn:{:::;"ur:‘:::‘i‘;:
e e Eunice 8. Ward, Storrs. 1

HIGHLY COMMENDED. | Timothy Parker Lathrop, Norwich.

John B. Noyes, Norwich. | Fannie E, Wells, Norwich.

Willis P. Wildes, Jr., Englaville, Rose M. Callahan, Norwich.

Eleanor M, Harrigan, Norwich. Clarice E. Woodson, Brookiyn,

LINCOLN

Nursed on the rocks and
Want gnd work, his dower

rome at the call of woae and strife
Begirt with power.

Ar from the lowly and the poor
e sprang—the Great Annointed—
He catme with mission aot less sur

Ang God-gprolnted

Savieur of i natlon's o
0 tuint that stained |t
At polnt of aword. Wi

drafmed

Of him who gained It

redeemed

Fieodom

_,:..r“ of life, , Brealer of clales! The earth ran red

Benaath the awlal rendine:;
Prayer eried o God, and hope seemed
deud,
And then—the ending.
r of peacs Lhat freed =
rom throes of affiction:
Lincoln, we ke §t at your hand.
In Db etion,

Wil

G land

by bed, oak-
wreathed
The welded Unlon,
Hand clasped in band ang sword lopg
sheathed, «

Bows In

Your guiet

Ciditiiitlon.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

(From an address to an auvdlonce of
3,00 § Rev. Lewls B. Bates. 0. D,
Hoston, Mans, Feb, 12, 180%.)

tyeorge Washington led the way for
independenye In the days of our na-
tiun's first grest struggle, and he will
torever In the hQearts of all those
who love lberty. Abraham Elneoln
led the way in the awfol davs af eivil
strife, and when one wonderful duy he
write his name oo the emancipaiion
prociumstion he wr his mame, too,
on the hearts of the himan race. He
ook the whackles from. four miillion
human beings, and tarned those slinck-
Into bands of steel to bind m
self the hearts of all true

lea
Tl

s The names of Wendeil Phillips,
Churles Bumner and Willkm Lioyd
Gurrison theil our hearte on this the
ninetyv-ninth anniversary of the birih
of Abrahigm Lincoln, but great se are
these names, we realize thae these men
were only as John the Baptists to the
migihty Lincoln who followesd therm,

Whit Ix there about the vharscter
of (his one nan that today plaess him
in so unigue position in American
history? The Wirst thing that im-
pres<es us In the stady of Lincoin i=
hie wonderful simphcits. In splrit he
was alwnys the little child seeking di-
vine wisdom.
at the heginning of hig political career,
with
he was rich
had already “overcome =0 poch” He
himesir omee sadd: "No man Is poor
whao has had a godly mother and who
has faith In God und faith in human-
Ity

The honesty of Lincoln was another
great eloment in his  character. In
private life, ip his profession, In nis

public life, In the administration of they

nation’s affalrs in the “dark hour” of
its history, he>wax so perfectly true
tiat at his death not One spot of dis-
honesaty could be found wopon him!
What a lesson for the American nn-
tion of today! We are told that the
ure in heart shall seé God. Abrabam

neoln once gald: “This is. my creed:
*Thon shalt Iove the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, mind, soul and strength,

Amoeri- |

bl thy

jof & great

O humble origin. even |

twentyv-five ofnts in his pocket, |
in character bechuse he |

{

neighbror as thyvsell' [ am in
full fellowship with all who keep His
coipmatdments In spirit  and  truth.”

In private and n pablic e the 1,1“.“}.’

of hiz character was above reptoach.

Abreham Lincoln was simple in his
greutness, honest and pure in motive.
hut above all else he showed his gentus
In bis powoer of consecration, A great
pugpose n lite will make even an ordi.
nary life great—to a life Iike Lincaoln®s
it gave immortailty. From the dav
wWhen pr g Youne man he first =aw In o
sputhern oty men and wonieh sold at
auction as <laves, he became possesses)
purpose, and that purpose
was to help himanity, MHe snld then:
UIF Godd gives me ik chance, 1 will strike
clavery, and | will strike §f hard'™
God's hour dame, and Abraham Lincoln
save o blow whoke echoes have bein
heard for aver forty veilrs

Today, throughout the schools of our
land, 1he Goys and girls are repeating
a #imple jittle pisce of prose, so simple
thut the heart off a child is thrilled un
he lstens, «o eloquent that It is known
1o the world as the American master-
piece, I '8 Lincoln's “Addreze at
Gettyshurg.” “In the days of Ther-
mopylan, even to three hundred years
after ite famous battle, the children
were rm;:{:!ml“w :‘er.lte in its honor the
names of n is fed . In
America, llﬂ!lh'lctl\'l!l‘yu;:lt thp:nlﬂh of
February, the nation. arises and to-
gether utters forth In glorions voles:
“It {5 fur us, the living, rather to be
dedicated 1o the unfinished work 3
- that government of the people,
by the people, for the peaple, ahall not
rish from the sarth.”

We rejolce roday in the thought of
the heavenly crowning of Abraham
Lincoln. It iz not often given ts man
to be crowned on earth, but there was
one moment in the 1ife of Lincoln when
the most perfect tribute ever given to
man was a to. him. Tt was the
tribute of perfect silence which grest-
od bim on the close of Ihls speech, In
hiz humility, for days after, he fo]*
his spéech wa= a fallure, and could
never be made to realige that this two-
minuté speech, written on the back of

an old envelope, hurtiedly and weariad-
I¥, had heen mm a world.

hab pourlshments—but, Sir President
. (in desp, husky tone), nabody dove gib
[ me work so's | could get dem any!”

I “Yon want food?™ sald the Man,
| walking to the window an@ gasing
out put the crowds of people passing
below. “You, m boy in Washington,
the capital of onr Unoited States, hun-
gry. searching for fond—and Hnding
none!"™  And the boy, although he
heard the break in that deep and won-
derful volee, could not see the Lears
thut, for a moment, dimmed the sight
of the passers below. “And toduy |
huve wondersd. 1 have ponderad,
whether L was doing ri=ht! Bui, now,
now —und with firm, gulck step, the
nllkcward figure atrnlghtening, he ad-
vahesd towanl the bhoy,

“Come” he wild, “take me fo your
Mammny! You have answersd my
nuestions, Come, T will answer youPs!™
And hand in hand Abraham Lincoln,
the president, and Abe Johnson, the
negro, departed for “Mammy,”

T

LETTERS IN HONORABLE MEN-
TION CLASS.

Essay on Abrlhl:l Lincoln.

One hundred years ago o HeUdes hoart |
hegan 1o beat In u log cabin In the |
buckwooly of Kentuoky—a heart that
was destined to swell with the hopes, |
and throb with the grief of the great-
#5t netlen on entii. Who would have |
thought thut from such humble sur-
roundings and Improvident people |
wouldl come one of the greatest piresl- |
dents the worlf hoas ever known, Kven |
though thie davs of Lincoin's ehildhood
wure dull amil barren, they shone with
the warmth and Kindness of his heart,
His love for his sister did oot lessen
the Jove for lils mothor, for many times
e gquotsd the words, “All T am op |
ope to be T owe o my sainted moth-
ot

Whitt & studént be must bave been, |
for his hovhiod oayvs belonged to that |
civillzgation whicli the modern peapls
hayve never known. [

His kind heart was sorely wounded
by the death of hls mother, bt bright-
ol Tatar by Rir father’s marrisgs |
o Kuentucky widow, -

In his tlme schools. wera fow :m-li
poor, hut young Linealn took advant-
| age of Ieerning. and when seventeen
j wilkedd four miles for that purpose. |

After buttling through thick snd thin |

m sehool difffculties for severnl years, |
e Degin the study of law,

Tisagine hils sinlward figore grn\r?n;|
| from boyhod 1o vouthhood awith alw,
| #4n expression on his face that showed
his kindness of Wenrt. Even as a youth
1 he waa Torever defending the helpless,
| He did not ¢onsider anyihing In dis-
tregs bennath his notlee,

Fiut in love affairs he was (ke most
voung men. He was disappointed at !
the death of an artrsetive and estima-
hie girl, Ann Rutledge, to whom he
wae to e married after the completion

of hi= law studies. Later In life, he
married Mi=ss Mary Todd, & young
HKentueks mdy of gootl famile. Al-
though shw poseeosend o vigorous and

cpltured mind, her temper was erratie,
which caused, at times, impleasantness
for Mr. Lincoln. Toward hiz family,
which conmisted of three boys, he wax
very tendesr hearted and proved a lov-
ing father,

During i

p married [ife he sontinued
the #tudy of law and also human na-
ture, He was a keen observer. In
he recelved hi=s lgrgest fee. N
not untit the repeal of the Mis-
ompromise, {n 1854, that Lincoln |
wig really aroused. He had nlwsevs |
{ oppdraed the extenaion of siavery, Dur-
ing this time he became p great com-
pelitor of Douglas. After asrranging
thut Lincaln shomld upeak against
Dougins, tha two met {n debale at Pe-
arin tut It was the campalgn of 1868
which matg Lincoln  famous, which
fully demonstrated hls powers, and
which prepered him for the presidency,
In 1881 e was nmogurated for presi-
dent As he was & great anti-slavery
mnn the sounthern people, thinklug he
would fras (he slavew secded This
| hrouvght on the great ofvil war of 1881
During this campalgn Lincoln's task
wak such as no man evar faced before, |
Imugine his  great, stooping  figura |
walking here and there, with hi=s heart |
torn and bleeding with sorrow for the
poor =oldfers. At thé end of the war,
In 1RAG, he vas re-plected president.

It was an Lthe evening of April 14,
1865, that Mr. Lincoln was, by special
invitation, (o witnes® a play at Ford's |
theater. With doep regret we have|
heurd of Lincoln's assassination, by !
Jalin Wikez Rooth., Sorrow, more deep
and universal cannoel be Imagined than
enveloped our land on that 16th of
April.  Throughout the country every
househoid felt the Inen. The loved re-
mains were  quietly ladd away In
Springiield, Father Abraham certainly
merited the words "Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.”

F.W.

Tuftviile.

For the Sake of the “Step-kind.”
The president =at alona in his pri-
vite office. Without, a cold. drizsling
rain bad been falling all afternoon—
within, the room was dreary, and the
gicom of the day was reflacted in the
president’s face.  All day Jong dis-
cournging reports had been coming in
of officers’ [ncompetency, of vel an-
other battie. with even gnora than
umual kifted and wounded—and still no
prospect of ending thlis crusl war
Prmam Lincoln’s face wore an ex-
“ n of Ineffable sadness—the bur-
en of the great work which he had
dertaken seemed greater than he
uld bear., Tt was not glone {he

soul of America, what more shall I say
af you? When you were living at your
groatest, you yourself once said to a
friend: “After ‘all. the one meaning of
lite is simply to be kind. 1 have tried
to be. 1 have not done much, but this
much I have done—wherever 1 have
found wn thistle growing. I have tried
to pluck it up und in Its place | have
planted a flower!™ And so todlay we
would bring forth our tribute to your
greatness, to your goodness, and as
we thank God for your life, resolve
that we, too, .will endesxvor (o change
our nation's t moral thorns Into
flowers, belle that He who has
made the desert to Dlossom as 4 ross
will ever aid us in this great work.

—C, 8. Sentinel, Boston, Feb. 14, 1908

struggle of the north which weighed
upon him—his s{::puxhlu ware broad-
er, morae comprehensive than that—{for
with every pung and suffering of the
erring south his heart throbbed
in compassion e looked, as he msat
there, as If he could not gtand the
strain much longer, if he were not
diverted for & time from hls melan-
choly thoughts, g

Suddenly  there came the sound of
hurrying ?'nouup-. and & man’s angry
voite, As the proesident looked up in
surprise, there rushed into the room,
pursued by an Irate White house at-
tendant, a Jittle girl, perhinps twelve
yvears of mge. She was flushed and
breathless from exoltement, and her,
surly brown holr was tumbled about
her face In confusion.

“1 told this child that she' couldn't
ste  you, Mr. President,” eried the
angry alttendant, “but the lmpertinent
Hittle ImP Just dodged me and ran
right In”

"Ho 1 gere,” sald the president, culm-

My, “but asince she has come, per

we had better ste what we can do
for her. You may go, Jenkine. And
now, littlg one,” turning to the ehild,
“why did 'you wish to sée me?”

The audacious youngster, however,
now that she had wsccomplished her
end, and stood (n the very presence
of the president, was abashed—quite
speechiess from embarrussment 'The
president drew forward a ohalr and
gently bade her be seated,

"Now, my dear, fust tell me all
about It he sald, a0 kindly that the
Hitle mald was reassured and proceed-
ed to tell her story,

“My name is Patricly Enfield, and
I came 10 ask you to rdon Capt.
Richard Keént. He was in the rebsl
army until last week he was captured
aF a spy. They've condemned him to
be shot, and you'rs the only one who
can -save him, 1 was sure you would,
becauss 1've heard 8o many Limes how
Kind you are, and o, do, plouse, Mr.
President! Dne rebe] surely won't
make much difference!™

“And why ars you so anxious that

this particular rebel should be 1ot
loose, Patricla? Is he a relative of
yours™

“Well, not exactly, Tie Is my step-
mother's son, and, ob, you can’t lmag-

| ine how much she loves him!"”

“I think I can imagine” sald the
president, In his grave, kind volos. *1
hiave a son mysell. But how do you
farl nbout Captain Kent? Ara you
fond of him, top™

“Ob, Richoard never notices me and
I've never sesn much of him, because
when ho's at home I'm at schonl, and
when 'moIn, he's out, But it's for
mother that 1 want you to save him.
It would break her hewrt if anything
happetiad to him, And oh, she |s s0
loveiy! I never saw my own mother,
and I'd siways thought |t would be
terrible to have one of the step-kind—
you know how they are in stories.
But then two years ago, when father
brought Her home, I loved her from
thie very Arst minuts, Those two -=e
have been 8o differsnt from all the
others!  Gh, Mr, President, 1 wisly vou
cowld xes ler, for then you'd surely
et Richard go. You couldn't bear ta
grisve her!™

“No” T don't bellevs I ecould™ wuld
the president. “At any rate I')) take
yodr wond for It, Patrlcia™

He turned to the desk und wrote
busily for & few moments: then folde
ing und seuling the document, Be hund=
= it o Patriciy,

“Here you mre Patricis. Mr Jon-
kins will take you to the seoretary of
wars office. and thix will have Captain
Kent freed |mmediately T hope, Pa-
tricia, that you will always Jove that
ittle stepmothor as you do know, You
and T know hat the ‘step-kind' are
all right, don'y wo™

Long after little Patricia had gone
loyfully on hepr way, the president sat
with & tender smile Hghting his kind
face. Hie thoughts were far away—in
o rough log cabin In g western stats.
He saw In memory a2 1itle woman gO-
ing cheerfully about her many tusks—
one whose gentle ways and brigit face
had meunt vory much to him In his
lonely hayhood,

"It would have pldised her” he aatd
woftly, and the thought was a pleasant
one, For she, too, iad besn ans of the
'stop-kind.™ M_ 8 W., Norwioh,

/
Lincoln at Home,

The day's work was done and Abra-
ham had & few minutes before sSuppye
to do ns he pleased. Climbing up the
ladder which led (o his loft. he took
hiz book, a speller, and stretehing him-
molf out his tull length befure the fire-
placte bogan to study, He had not
bern studying long before hls mother
called him to supper. All he had for
hi= supper was hoe cuakes, but Abra-
ham was hungry and mother's cakes
tnsted good.

After supper tite whole family sat
sround the fire while AWraham read
from the Eible, A= hp paused in his
reading, to hear a remark from ons
of the famlily, & knock was heard at
the door.

Mr, Lincoln went to the door, A
nelghtor had come to ser If Abraham
would write a letter for blm.  Moat of
the people knew |ittle abont writing
and Abraham, out of the kindnoss of
his heart, often wrote lotters for them.
By the time the lotier was fnished
Abhrohag: was ready to go to bed, [ am
quite sure that he slept Just as well, 1f
not better, than we do in our nlce
roomy beds.

In the morning Abraliam weht right
to work In the fields an moon as he had
his breakfast, his first task being to
chop down a large . When this
was done he got up the stump and
made u =peech. All the men crowded
around him. for Abe's speeshes were
famous, This hindered very much with
the work and Mr, Lincoln did not ke
It These ploneer people depended on
the rifie to furnish them meat eo
Abraham was expected to hunt some
of the thne. That afternoon Lincoln's
cousin, Pennis Hanke, came for Abe

tn go hunting. Lincoln had just se-
cared & new book and pref to stay
at home rathes than go,

That evening as the faumily sat
around the Mr. Linocoln

Kh he mabject moving

brought up the pu t of into
Hlincls, where he heard t wera
gaind fields for raising corn and othen
gralng. Abraham was not quite ready
to leave the hoame of his father and
mother, a0 he left the pince where he
working. to go with them to Illinofs.
The family could boast of having mors
goods than they did when they came
to Indlana. It took them several dayn
to make this journey, but after they
reachad lllinols they feit fully repald.
Lincoln helped settle the louse and
after that was finlshed his father set
him and John Hanks to splitting logs
for fences They fenced off about fif-
teu; gores for the purpose of raising

n.

The next day they startad the plant-
ing. which teok them a goofl part of a
week. In the evening John Farixe
came over and told Abe of a pﬂ:&ul -
tion that a man had made hln to go

to New Orieans on a flatbeat to ea
products. The pay wihs good
Avrabam consented to go,

In the morning they talked over th

trip and Abe's mother wanted him to
go. but us she toid him she counldn't
help fearing what mighy hanpen’ .
The trip was made with one
mirhap, but as Abraham 2
night as they sat around the fire,
never enfoyed a mishap quite
as that sne.  Lincoln waa nﬁqm
{ on page TS




